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The opposition of the US European allies and Japan as well as Russia and China.

Therefore, the proposed hegemonic paradigm that was supposed to transform
American strategic counter terrorism norm-building and its national security policy
broke down, and the world entered once again in a new norm paradigm deriving from
the Cold War-era strategic norm-building. Overall, it can be argued that the result of
the above-mentioned test case was very disappointing to the point that it invalidated a
norm that was advocated as the replacement of the Cold War norm.

For constructivists, counter terrorism norm-building strategy is the product of
norms and foreign policy makers bearing units such as norm entrepreneurs. They
believe that the United States invaded Iraq to replace the dominant strategic norms
crystallized under the logic of the Cold War with a new proposal propounding a
democratic regime change for authoritarian states even through resorting to military
force. During the Iraq War, the proposed paradigm of preventive war, backed by
neoconservative norm entrepreneurs and traditional conservatives in the Bush
administration, failed to replace the Cold War—era strategies of multilateral
containment and maintenance of the geopolitical status quo. This norm was a part of a
larger revolutionary strategy that advocated the policy of preventive war and the
hegemonic paradigm, promoting the US hegemon of democracy through force. New
international groupings such as “coalitions of the willing” and the national security
strategy of 2002, provided the documents legitimating these new policies.
Accordingly, the American counter terrorism norm-building strategy and national
security policy became slightly in line with the proposed neoconservative paradigm,

but presently they are returning to a version of the Cold War normative paradigm.

Keywords: European Union; United States of America; Norm-building; Strategy;

Terrorism; International Order.



Multilateral deterrence appeared bankrupt to the Bush administration after the terrorist
attacks of September 11, 2001 (9/11).

Neoconservative norm entrepreneurs adopted a more invasive tone after 9/11.
Richard Perle and Wolfowitz were at the forefront of this new neoconservative
paradigm, arguing against “myopic and false realism that wrongly had sought
accommodation with evil.” According to Wolfowitz, “the idea that we could live with
another 20 years of stagnation in the Middle East that breeds this radicalism and breeds
this terrorism is, I think, just unacceptable—especially after September 11th.” At the
root of such statements lay the views manifested in Douglas Feith’s assertion that
“terrorist organizations cannot be effective in sustaining themselves over long periods
of time to do large-scale operations if they don’t have support from states” and thus to
succeed in suppressing terrorist groups and organizations, the states that support these
organizations should be suppressed and eliminated.

It is noteworthy that in 2002, when the US saw no threat from the Cold War period
and the policies based on multilateral deterrence against the Soviet Union and its
follower States, it needed a new normative structure for preventive and firm acts
against new threats against American interests. Condoleezza Rice, was one of the main
advocates of this view in the form of the national security strategy of 2002. In
constructivist view, such a deterrence was “less likely to work against leaders of rogue
states more willing to take risks, gambling with the lives of their people, and the wealth
of their nations.” Accordingly, “the greater the threat, the greater is the risk of
inaction”. Thus there would be a stronger argument for anticipatory actions to defend
American interests. At that time, the US was justified for this exemption to
international law by its extensive military power and moral legitimacy to take
reciprocal measures against terrorist attacks on the US such as 9/11.

The fact that the proposed hegemonic paradigm, backed by the Bush
Administration, neither achieved its aims nor drew close to them confirms the failure

of the norm. The neoconservative proposed paradigm challenged the public



opposition and because of such strategic failure, it has left its permanent negative effect
over formation and spread of Islamic terrorism and extremism in Western Asian
Region.

The present study in consideration of such issue, is seeking to verify the evolution
of the counter terrorism norm-building strategy based upon the constructivism theory
promoted by the neo-conservative policy makers present at both George W. Bush
father and son Administrations, especially during the war against Iraq which led to
overthrowing the Saddam Hossein regime and its reciprocal effect over European
Union’s counter terrorism norm-building after 9/11. The methodology applied in the
present research is descriptive and library-web research.

The United States invaded Iraq to replace the dominant strategic norms under the
logic of the Cold War with a new approach, i.e., democratic regime changes through
preventive war. However, during the Iraq War, the proposed paradigm, advocated by
neoconservative norm entrepreneurs and traditional conservatives in the Bush
Administration, could not take the place of the Cold War-era strategy for multilateral
containment. This norm was a part of a larger revolutionary strategy that advocated the
policy of preventive war and the hegemonic paradigm, promoting the Unites States
hegemon of democracy through force. The US sought to spread this new view by
piloting it in Iraq in order to prove the viability and effectiveness of preventive war.
New international groupings such as “coalitions of the willing” and the national
security strategy of 2002, provided the documents legitimating these new policies.
However, the publishing of these documents encountered strong opposition at
domestic and international levels. Therefore, the American strategic counter terrorism
norm-building and national security policy briefly worked with the proposed opposing
neoconservative paradigm, but presently they are returning to a version of the Cold
War normative paradigm. In constructivist view, the Iraq War not only was not able to
show the validity of a new vision of American strategic foreign policy making, but also

undercut the paradigm it was supposed to underpin. According to constructivists, the
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Considering the shortcomings in the literature, this study examined the European
Union and the Unites States of America’s counter terrorism norm-building strategy
within the international order in the light of constructivism. Terrorism continues to be
one of the principal threats against the international stability and security in various
parts of the world. A dangerous phenomenon that can seriously menace many aspects
of civilization due to its nature, which derives from its radical destabilizing ideology.

For the European Union one of the most devastating consequences of the political
and social instability in the Middle East due to the continuous war in this geographical
region of the world, is nothing else than direct and tangible contact that has been
created with the extremist Islamic terrorist groups like Salafidies and Wahhabis due to
the fact that many members of foreign terrorist elements which joined “ISIS” (Daesh),
knows as “foreign fighters”, in Syria and in Iraq Syria and Iraq, are European citizens,
a very sensitive issue because thanks to such a citizenship it becomes very easy for
them to return to their European homelands bringing with themselves all does
devastating extremist ideologies. Therefore, dealing with terrorism and the growth of
extremism represent an important security issue for the European Union.

On the other hand the counter terrorism norm-building strategy for the United
States of America especially after the horrible terrorist attacks of 1 1" September 2001,
which led the neo-conservative policy makers present at the George Bush’s
Administration to take the solid military decisions to attack Afghanistan under Taliban
in 2001 and over throwing their regime and later on in 2003 against Iraq which led to
the over throwing of the Baath Regime represented by Saddam Hossein, was based

mainly upon the constructivism theory and counter terrorism norm-building,
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