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1. The fullest footage, recorded by CNA of Singapore, is available at hitps://www.
Youtube.com/watch? v=yHAHOhmgG9Y (accessed April 27, 2023).

2. General Secretary Hu Yaobang was sacked and General Secretary Zhao Ziyang was removed
from office and put under house arrest in the reform era, but Deng Xiaoping was the real leader
at the time. Neither Hu nor Zhao was the top leader despite formally holding the top office.

3. They are: upholding the Communist path; upholding the people's democratic dictatorship;
upholding the leadership of the CCP; and upholding Marxism-LeninismMao Zedong Thought.
4. Willy Lam, Chinese Politics in the Era of Xi Jinping: Renaissance, Reform, or Retrogression?
(Oxford: Routledge, 2015), xiv.

5. Ibid., xi-xvi, 263-65.

6. See also, for example, Minxin Pei, "The Twilight of Communist Party Rule in China,' American
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7. David Shambaugh, China's Future (Cambridge: Polity, 2016), 133.

8. Ibid., 136.

9. Steve TsangandHonghuaMen (eds.), China in theXiJinpingEra (Basingstoke: Palgrave
Macmillan, 2016), 328-41.

10. Robert S. Ross and Jo Inge Bekkevold (eds.), China in the Era of Xi Jinping: Domestic and
Foreign Policy Challenges (Washington, DC: Georgetown University Press, 2016),277.
11.Ibid., 278.

12. Cheng Li, Chinese Politics in the Xi Jinping Era: Reassessing Collective Leadership
(Washington, DC: Brookings Institution Press, 2016), 356-57.

13. Carl Minzner, End of an Era: How China's Authoritarian Revival Is Undermining Its Rise
(New York: Oxford University Press, 2018), 32.

14. Ibid., 34.

15. For the third historical resolution, see "Zhonggong zhongyang guanyu dang de bainian fendou
zhongda chengjiu he lishi jingyan de jueyi" (Resolution of the CCP Central on the major
achievements and historical experience of the Party over the past century), Renmin ribao,
November 17, 2021, 1.

16. Joseph Fewsmith, Rethinking Chinese Politics (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
2021), 157.

17. Kerry Brown, Xi: 4 Study in Power (London: Icon, 2022), 5, 7, 13.

18. Alfred Chan, Xi Jinping: Political Career, Governance, and Leadership, 1953-2018 (New
York: Oxford University Press, 2022), 275.

19. Elizabeth Economy, The Third Revolution: Xi Jinping and the New Chinese State, 2" ed.
(New York: Oxford University Press, 2019), 16.

20. Ibid.

21. Holy Chik, "Coronavirus: China's Top Expert Writes of Eventual Return to Normal, but
Article Deleted at Home:* South China Morning Post, April 19, 2022, https://'www.scmp.com/
news/ china/ science/ article/ 317 4 751 / coronavirus-chinas-top-expertwrites-eventual-return-
normal?tpcc=enlz-china&UUID=3dfa58 1 6889b911 4809 62d8d567 c6b&next article id=317
4696&article_id_list=3 1 7 4751,3174696,317 4
736,3174691,3174408,3174768,3174781,3174757 &tc=5&CMCampaignlD=bb265
€69d46e44413eb697c078al633f (accessed May 16, 2022).
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22. Richard McGregor, Xi Jinping: The Backlash (Melbourne: Penguin Books, 2019); Willy Lam,
The Fight for China's Future: Civil Society vs. the Chinese Communist Party (Oxford: Routledge,
2020), 199.
23. Frans; ois Bougon, Inside the Mind of Xi Jinping (London: Hurst, 2018), 10.
24. For the former, see, for example, Kerry Brown, China's Dream: The Culture of Chinese
Communism and the Secret Sources of its Power (Cambridge: Polity, 2018),; David Kerr, China's
Many Dreams: Comparative Perspectives on China's Search for National Rejuvenation (London:
Palgrave Macmillan, 2015); for the latter, see, for example, Avery Goldstein, "China's Grand
Strategy under Xi Jinping: Reassurance, Reform, and Resistance: * International Security 45, no.
1(2020): 164-201.

Jol S
1. For example, "'Xi Thought' Is Creeping into Everything from Chinese Sci-fi to Company
Filings: » Bloomberg News, October 19, 2020, https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-
10-19/rise-of-xi-thought-shows-long-future-for-one-man-rulein-china (accessed January 21,
2021).
2. Jinping Xi, Xi Jinping tan zhiguo lizheng di san juan [Xi Jinping: The Governance of China,
vol. 3] (Beijing: Waiwen chubanshe, 2020), 429.
3. Stuart Schram, The Political Thought of Mao Tse-tung (New York: Praeger, 1963), 3.
4. See, for example, Willy Lam, "Xi Jinping's Ideology and Statecrafi;' Chinese Law and
Government 48, no. 6 (2016): 409-17; Chris Buckley, "Xi Jinping Thought Explained: A New
Ideology for a New Era: « New York Times, February 26, 2018,
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/26/world/  asia/xi-jinping-thought-explained-anew-ideology-
for-a-new-era.htrnl (accessed May 20, 2020).
5. See Terry Eagleton, Ideology: An Introduction (London: Verso, 1991),; Heike Holbig, "Ideology
after the End ofldeology: China and the Quest for Autocratic Legitimation: Democratization 20,
no. 1 (2013): 61-81.
6. See Michael A. Peters, "The Chinese Dream: Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with Chinese
Characteristics for a New Era:' Educational Philosophy and Theory 49, no. 14:1299-304;
Yongnian Zheng (i~1i<i: f".), "Xi Jinping de zhengzhi luxian tu" [Xi Jinping's political road map],
Ifeng.com, October 16, 2014, http:/ /news.ifeng.com/a/20141016/422187 42 O.shtml? -
share=sina&tp= 1413475200000 (accessed May 22, 2020).
7. "Zhonggong zhongyang guanyu dang de bainian fendou zhongda chengjiu he lishi jingyan de
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8. We will detail how Xi Thought does so in the subsequent chapters. In the case of Mao Thought,
see Schram, The Political Thought of Mao Tse-tung; Stuart Schram, The Thought of Mao Tse-
Tung (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1989).

9. CCP Central Party School Editorial Office, Xi Jinping de qi nian zhiging suiyue [Xi Jinping's
Seven Years as an Educated Youth] (Beijing: Zhonggong zhongyang dangxiao chubanshe, 2017),
116-18, 384-402, 399.

10. See Schram, The Political Thought of Mao Tse-tung, 57-61, 188-92; Schram, The Thought of
Mao Tse-Tung, 33-42.

11. See Chun Lin, The Transformation of Chinese Socialism (Durham, NC: Duke University
Press, 2006).

12. Xi, Xifinpingtan zhiguo lizhengdi sanjuan, 4, 13, 17, 18, 21, 32-33. Emphasis added.

13. Jinping Xi, "Jianchi lishi weiwu zhuyi, buduan kaipi dangdai Zhongguo makesi zhuyi fazhan
xin jingjie" [Persist in historical materialism; continuously open new frontiers for the
development of contemporary Chinese Marxism], Qiushi, January 15, 2020, http:/
www.gstheory.cn/ dukan/ qs/2020-01/15/ ¢ 1 125459115.htm (accessed January 13, 2021).

14. Jinping Xi, "Zai jinian Liu Shaoqi tongzhi danchen 120 zhounian zuotan hui shang de
Jianghua'' [Speech at the symposium commemorating the 120th birthday of comrade Liu Shaoqi],
Renmin ribao, November 24, 2018, 2.

15. Jinping Xi, "Zai jinian Mao Zedong tongzhi danchen 120 zhounian zuotan hui shang de
Jianghua" [Speech at the symposium commemorating the 120th birthday of comrade Mao
Zedong], Renmin ribao, December 27, 2013, 2.

16. The mass line has been discussed earlier in this chapter under the section on consultative
Leninism.

17. Confucianism is partly based on the ideas of Confucius and partly on other schools of thoughts
including Legalism. If reduced to its bare minimum, the teachings of Confiicius were about doing
the right thing in the judgment of history. Emperors and their agents since the second (or the
Han) empire put forth a body of ideas which they called "Confucianism" to serve as a universal
code of conduct for officials and common people, as they realized that the first (Qin) empire's
reliance on the use of force and Legalism alone could not sustained the empire. Conficianism
was introduced as a kind of state ideology to make the authority of "the son of Heaven'"
unchallengeable. Since the Han empire, what is called "Confucianism" generally includes a large
dose of Legalism without this being formally acknowledged.

18. For Xi's biography and rise to power, see Chan, Xi Jinping.
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19. This is, in Chinese, "Xi Jinping zong shuji yi xilie zhongyao jianghua:' See "Liu Yunshan,
Zhang Gaoli zai xin jin zhongyang weiyuanhui de weiyuan, houbu weiyuan xuexi guanche dang
de shiba da jingshen yantao ban zuo fudao baogad' [Liu Yunshan and Zhang Gaoli delivered
reports at the seminar for studying and implementing the spirit of the 18th Party Congress for
new and alternate members of the Central Committee], Renmin ribao, January 7, 2013, 1.

20. For Zhao, see "Zhonggong zhongyang, quanguo renda changwei hui, guowuyuan lingdao
tongzhi fenbie canjia shi'er jie quanguo renda yici huiyi daibiao tuan fenzu shenyi he taolun"
[Leading cadres of the CCP Central, National People's Congress, and State Council participated,
respectively, at the breakout groups for the first session of the 12th National People's Congress],
Xinhua, March 6, 2013, http://www.xinhuanet.com//20131h/2013-03/06/ c¢_124420017 4.htm
(accessed May 6, 2022 ). For Li, see "Li Yuanchao, Li Zhanshu fenbie canjia jiangsu, guizhou
daibiao tuan shenyi" [Li Yuanchao and Li Zhanshu participated respectively at the panel
discussion with the Jiangsu and Guizhou delegations], Renmin ribao, March 8, 2013, 4.

21. See "Zhonggong zhongyang guanyu zai quan dang shenru kaizhan dang de qunzhong luxian
Jiaoyu shijian huodong de yijian" [The CCP Central's advice for deeply implementing the
education and practice of the party's mass line campaign in the whole party], Xinhua, May 9,
2013, http://qzlx.people.com.cn/n/2013/0930/ ¢365007-23090188.htrnl (accessed January 22,
2021).

22. "General Secretary Xi Jinping's series of important remarks" is, in Chinese, "Xi Jinping zong
shuji xilie zhongyao jianghua:' See "Sheng bu ji ganbu xuexi Guanche Xi Jinping zong shuyji xilie
Jianghua jingshen yantao ban zaijing juban" [Seminars for provincial cadres to study and
implement the spirit of general secretary Xi Jinping's series of important remarks held in Beijing],
Gov.en, November 4, 2013, http://www.gov.cn/jrzg/2013-1 I/04/content_2521397.htm (accessed
May 6, 2022).

23. "Shenru xuexi guanche Xi Jinping zong shuji xilie zhongyao jianghua jingshen" [Study and
implement the spirit of general secretary Xi Jinping's series of important remarks deeply], Renmin
ribao, July 17, 2014, 12.

24, "Three keeping-in-lines" is, in Chinese, "sange kangi:' See "Shenru xuexi guanche Xi Jinping
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